Sunday 27 July
13.00-17.00
Arrival and registration, sign up for workshops
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Entrance Hall
Tour of Debrecen (optional)

16.00
Rehearsal (for choirs performing in opening concert)
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
18.30
DINNER
20.00
OPENING CONCERT 
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
(each choir maximum 7 min. verbal presentation, 30 min. music)

Presentation: Gábor Móczár
Teachers' Choir of Téglás (Hungary)

Cursillos Roma Choir of Szendrőlád (Hungary)

LéLé Mam (Netherlands)

Monday 28 July

8.15

BREAKFAST
9.15
Warm-up for singers

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
10.00
Musical introduction (surprise)

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
KEY NOTE: Singing and the Brain
Presentation and moderation: Gábor Móczár
Prof. Nigel Osborne- Reid Professor of Music, University of Edinburgh 
Dr. László Acsády- Institute of Experimental Medicine of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
What is the relationship of music to the brain and human evolution? Is there scientific evidence to suggest that music can create empathy and heal emotional wounds? Two prominent experts—a scientific researcher and a music professor, composer and community arts practitioner—explore theories and explain connections.
11.30
COFFEE BREAK
12.00
Workshops (choice)

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
1. Prof. Nigel Osborne

2. Dr. László Acsády
3. Sing with Szendrőládi Cursillos Roma Choir (Hungary)
4. Sing with Teachers Choir of Téglás
5. Sing with LéLé Mam (Netherlands)

13.30
LUNCH
14.30
OPEN SINGING 
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
Everyone is welcome to sing together. We will use a book of pieces including those submitted by each participating choir. All conductors at the seminar are invited to conduct during Open Singing.
Parallel Program: rehearsal for this evening’s performing choirs

16.00
TEA BREAK
16.30
Workshops (choice)

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
1. Conductors- Tamara Brooks facilitates a discussion among conductors
Does the connection between choral singing and peace-building have implications for the conductor? What is the role of the conductor in the choir, when we see the choir as a community? Can we be leaders without being dictators? An exploration of the possibilities: this workshop is for conductors, but singers are also welcome!

2. The choir as a community, the choir in the community- Fra Ivo Marković, Lena Melanidou 

A choir is always, in some sense, a community. Choirs that reach out to the wider community with a message or mission, particularly in stressed regions, must have strong internal bonds and shared goals. Two choral leaders working in divided post-war societies explore the nature of community building within the choir and how it relates to the choir’s role in the larger community. 
3. Movement- Vincenta Besteman, Betty Borstlap
In most cultures, singing and dancing are closely related. Yet many choirs do only two things with their bodies: sit (in the rehearsal) and stand (in the concert). Dancer and movement therapist Vincenta Besteman and vocal coach Betty Borstlap (both members of LéLé Mam) will teach us ways to use movement and dance to focus group concentration, relax the muscles before singing and involve the entire body in producing vocal sound.
4. Nigunim- Singing without words, dancing without choreography –Shura Lipovsky 
Don’t worry about learning difficult notes or complicated lyrics. Nigunim are the sacred, wordless songs from East European Chassidic Jewish tradition. Singing nigunim is a way of experiencing the pure, uncomplicated joy of singing together. Shura Lipovsky is a singer, dancer, teacher and choir conductor who has speciali-zed in teaching and performing traditional Jewish music, stories and dance. 

5. Optional sight-seeing event
6. Optional free time
Rooms will be reserved for singers who want to meet informally to practice, to learn songs from each other or to jam.
18.00
end afternoon program

18.30
DINNER
20.00
CONCERT
Reformed Small Churche of Debrecen
Debrecen, Révész tér
Presentation: Laura Hassler
(each choir maximum 7 min. verbal presentation, 30 min. music)

Bi-communal choir for peace from Cyprus

Pontanima, Bosnia-Herzegovina
Aglanztia Municipal Choir, Cyprus

Tuesday 29 July
8.15
BREAKFAST
9.15
Warm-up for singers

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
10.00
Musical introduction (surprise)

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
Plenary: Choral Singing and Reconciliation: Fra Ivo Marković, Lena Melanidou
Presentation and moderation: Shura Lipovsky
The founders and leaders of two exemplary choirs whose mission is peace and reconciliation in their divided societies. The inter-religious choir Pontanima (Bosnia-Herzegovina) and the bi-communal Choir for Peace from Cyprus bring singers from different backgrounds together to sing and perform each other’s music as a message of healing and reconciliation. They will share their experiences, challenges and successes and respond to experiences, questions and comments from other choirs operating in other regions with similar challenges.
11.30
COFFEE BREAK
12.00
WORKSHOPS (choice)
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
1. Tamara Brooks

Improvisation based on a piece by John Cage, including sounds of Oriental chanting, and based on listening—any number of singers may participate!
2. Laura Hassler and LéLé Mam

Musicians without Borders exists because of the many musicians who offer their time, energy and talent to its work. The choir LéLé Mam represents MwB at conferences and concerts and in projects in conflict regions.  In this ’singing presentation’, the members of the group tell of their personal experiences with ’singing the bridge’.
3. Sing with Bi-communcal choir for Peace (Cyprus)
4. Sing with Pontanima (Bosnia-Herzegovina) 
5. Sing with Aglanztia Municipal Choir (Cyprus)
13.30
LUNCH
14.30
OPEN SINGING
Parallel: rehearsal opportunity for tonight’s concert
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
16.00
TEA BREAK
16.30
WORKSHOPS (choice)

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
1. Choirs in (post)conflict regions – Ivo Markovic, Lena Melanidou, others
What kinds of problems do choirs in conflict areas have and what are their survival strategies? How can Europa Cantat and other international choral organizations cooperate with them to help them survive and achieve their goals? A workshop to formulate the specific challenges to the work of dialogue and reconciliation by choirs in stressed regions, and to look for solutions from an international perspective.
2. Singing without words- based on our melodies, Part I- Tamara Brooks
 Each participating choir has submitted two pieces from its repertoire for inclusion in the Open Singing Book. Tamara Brooks leads us in learning the melodies (without words) of these pieces. In a second session (on Wed. 30 July) Tamara will help us weave these melodies into a new composition.

3. Listening intensely, vocal improvisation- Jane de la Fosse, LéLé Mam
A workshop in pro-active singing and intense listening. Jazz singer Jane de la Fosse leads us in exploring the expressive potential of the voice, starting from silence, moving to dialogue with other voices and finally creating our own music.
4. Rhythms of the universe, the origin of singing- Nigel Osborne

Where does our innate feeling for rhythm come from? What is the physical connection between rhythm and tone? Nigel Osborne explores what quantum physics has to tell us about how music is intimately linked to our deepest levels of consciousness and to the emergence of life, itself.
5. Optional sight-seeing event

6. Optional free time

18.00
end afternoon program

18.30

DINNER
20.00
CONCERT
Roman Catholic Church of Incarnation
4032 Debrecen, Borbíró tér 9.
Presentation: Tamara Brooks
(each choir maximum 7 min. verbal presentation, 30 min. music)

Navras Girls Choir (Estonia)

Argentum Vox (Estonia)
Seminar Workshop Performances
Wednesday 30 July
8.15
BREAKFAST
9.15
Warm-up for singers

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
10.00
Musical introduction (surprise)
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
Presentation and Moderation: Jeroen Schreiner
Plenary: Building Bridges of Music- Tamara Brooks and Laura Hassler

 Two choir directors who have devoted their lives to connecting people through music. Tamara Brooks is a renowned orchestral and choral conductor, who has worked with orchestras and choirs all over the world. She was principal guest conductor of the Istanbul Symphony in Turkey and was Music Director and Conductor of two bi-national music festivals in Cyprus, where she also designed the music curriculum for Cyprus’ first school of the arts. 
Laura Hassler, choir director with a fascination for ’ world music’ and a devotion to the quest for peace, is founder and director of Musicians without Borders.
11.30
COFFEE BREAK
12.00
WORKSHOPS (choice)

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
1 and 2. Working groups: what’s next: 
Brainstorm sessions to formulate suggestions and recommendations to Europa Cantat and Musicians without Borders on how best to follow up on this seminar
3. Musica Sacra Festival, a presentation by Dolf Rabus, director 
4. Sing with Argentum vox, Estonia
5. Sing with Navras Girls Choir (Estonia)

13.30
LUNCH
14.30
Regional Meetings 
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
to discuss possible follow-up in own regions (delegates from each choir, representatives of organizations)
1. Western Balkans- Hungary

2. Baltic states

3. Mediterranean- Cyprus

Workshops:

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Workshop Halls, 2nd Floor
4. Singing without Words: Part II

Seminar composition based on our melodies – Tamara Brooks

5. Repeat other workshops based on requests

16.00
TEA BREAK
16.30
Presentation of conclusions of regional meetings and recommendations of the working groups: what’s next

Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
17.00
Concert: Serendipity 4

Theodore Bikel, Shura Lipovsky, Tamara Brooks, Merima Ključo
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Ballroom, 1st Floor
18.00
End afternoon program, close of seminar
18.30
DINNER
20.00
OPENING CONCERT OF THE INTERNATIONAL BELA BARTOK CHORAL COMPETITION AND FOLKLORE FESTIVAL
Kölcsey Convention Centre, Grand Hall
Thursday 31 July
8.15
BREAKFAST
Departure
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