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10th Inclusive Music Making 
Conference and 2nd Inclusive 
Sound Festival

For 10 years now Institutes 12 and 13 of the Vienna University for Music and Perform-
ing Arts and the Vienna Music School have been organising the annual Inclusive Music 
Making Conference.  With di� erent keynote speakers every year these conferences, which 
are now well known outside Vienna, reach an interested professional audience which 
increasingly networks and exchanges information.  In this tenth anniversary year there 
was a newcomer to the team, which until now had consisted of LB Helga Neira-Zugasti, 
the actual founder of inclusive music teaching in Vienna, Dr Beate Hennenberg and Dr 
Michael Weber:  Ing. Norbert Hofer, MSM, who was a huge help and who also composed 
the festival song Onto The Stage.

Robert Wagner, the head of the music school in Fürth and lead teacher of BLIMBAM, which 
organises instrumental music for disabled people at music schools, entitled his talk ‚Inclu-
sion must be easy‘.  He talked about the conditions that must be met for a music school to 
be able to exploit diversity positively.  He also made clear that it can be bene� cial to make 
music that bridges generations, styles and genres, and talked about the community-
building role of the music school of the future, in which people will be challenged to 
participate and contribute.  As one big musical group the around 120 confer-
ence participants were able to try out his ideas immediately by making 
music that was exciting, team-oriented and inspiring.   

In the afternoon the band leaders of the bands who would 
be performing next day in the Inclusive Sound Festival 
presented the ways of working, the concepts and char-
acteristics of their own particular ensemble or music 
group, which led to a lively exchange between the 
audience and the musicians and also amongst the 
band leaders, who came from various parts of the 
country.  

The Inclusive Sound Festival in the Open-Air-Arena 
Volkspark Laaerberg featured eight Bands: All Stars 
Inclusive (conducted by Marlene Lacherstorfer), 
L.E.O. (Kathrin Hofko� er and Jürgen Jagfeld), Missis 
Sippi (Harald Höhne), Musiksalat (Philipp Stieglitz), 
Together (Gerald Endstrasser), Echt Stoak (Kurt Mittler), 
Mundwerk (Andreas Nistelberger and Christian Reiss) und 
Beat Poetry Club who all performed enthusiastically and en-
gagingly.  Evelyn Vysher was the con� dent and entertaining host.  
Valerie Clarke from MSM provided the sign language interpretation.  

Mayor Michael Häupl chaired the events, which were 
both supported by Vienna University for Music and 
Performing Arts and the Vienna Music School as well as 
organised in cooperation with Kultur Wien, the dream-
music-company, Kultur in Favoriten, Assistenz 24 and 
AUVA.  Music company Doblinger is distributing scores 
and audio CDs of the festival song and has sponsored 
vouchers (which can be used for musical scores) for all 
participating bands.   

The next conference will take place in 2016 and the next 
Sound Festival is planned for 2018.

Beate Hennenberg
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